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INTRODUCTION AND OBJECTIVES 
 
The Arctic Circle Conference is designed to increase participation in dialogue on northern 
and Arctic issues and to increase international attention on the future of the Arctic. To this 
end, the Arctic Circle aims to create opportunities for all to attend different meetings, 
develop their own network and participate in informal discussions. 



 

 
The Arctic Circle Annual Meeting has become the largest international gathering on the 
Arctic. The Assembly is held annually in October at the Harpa Conference Center in 
Reykjavik, Iceland. In addition, the Arctic Circle organizes small forums on specific topics, 
such as the 2015 forums in Alaska and Singapore, and the 2016 forums in Quebec and 
Greenland. 
 
The Arctic Circle is non-profit and non-partisan. Organizations, forums, think tanks and 
public associations around the world are invited to hold meetings within the Arctic Circle 
Platform to advance their own missions with the broader goal of increasing collaborative 
decision-making. 
 
For the NordMAB, the relevance of participating in the event resided mainly through the 
networking and visibility aspects. A workshop on NordMAB has been held and promoted 
NordMAB’s Students on Ice project, in addition to the growing collaboration with the Sami 
of Sweden in connection with Pessamit. Please see Appendix 2 for full details about 
the NordMAB’s breakout session. 
 
This conference is undoubtedly a major event for the maintenance and development of 
NordMAB. The presence of a representative of the Nordic Council of Ministers, as well as 
several of our partners (Government of Greenland, Students on Ice, etc.) added to the 
relevance of participating. 
 
 
PROGRAM AND ATTENDANCE 
 
The conference took place over 4 days, from October 15 to 18, 2015. The program 
included conferences in assembly by Heads of State and a multitude of "Break Out 
Sessions" and workshops on northern issues.  
 
The elements of interest of the program are presented in Appendix 1. 
 
More than 1,800 people attended, including state representatives, NGOs, business 
representatives, First Nations people, etc., all of whom were challenged by the Nordic 
issues. Among others: 
 

• The President of Iceland, Ólafur Ragnar Grímsson 
• The President of the Republic of France, François Hollande 
• The Prime Minister of Greenland, Kim Kielsen 
• Prince Albert II of Monaco 
• The Secretary General of the Nordic Council of Ministers, Dagfinn Høybråten 

 
 

MAIN ELEMENTS OF INTEREST 
 

Meeting with the Prime Minister of Greenland 
 



 

An unexpected meeting was held with Kim Kielsen, Prime Minister of Greenland. The 
meeting was an opportunity to reiterate the involvement of the NordMAB in the issue of 
maintaining the status of RB in Greenland and the importance we attach to the progress 
of this topic by the Greenlandic and Danish governmental authorities. 
 
Mr. Kielsen ensured his support and informed us that he intended to be in Quebec for a 
parallel session of the Arctic Circle Conference in March. Another parallel session of the 
Arctic Circle conference will be held in Nuuk in May, which will provide an opportunity for 
Greenland to organize a strategic meeting with public, private and community 
stakeholders involved in maintaining the designation, in order to move this topic forward.  
 
Meeting with the Senior Advisor of the Nordic Council of Ministers 
 
The meeting was scheduled to follow up on the submission of a request for NordMAB 
funding for the implementation of Year 2 of NordMAB Action Plan. This was the occasion 
of some technical questions and others. The NCM has been very positive in accepting the 
application in the coming weeks. 
 
Break out session on NordMAB: Nordic cooperation between biosphere reserves 
 
A workshop-conference proposal was developed in the summer of 2015, involving 
Manicouagan-Uapishka BR, Pessamit, the Samis of Gran and the MAB Sweden 
Committee. Despite a very high number of proposals to hold such a workshop, NordMAB 
has been selected (see appendix 2 for details). 
 
Many of our contacts attended the presentation. 
 
 
 
 

ANNEXE 1 – Elements of interest of the program 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

APPENDIX 2 – DESCRIPTION OF NORDMAB’S BREAKOUT SESSION  
 

Break out session  
Arctic Circle Conference 2015 
 
Sunday oct 18th, 16h30-18h00 
 
 
UNESCO biosphere reserves Nordic cooperation :  
Fostering nordic sense of belonging 
 
 
The NordMAB network 
May 2015 
 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Led by of two First Nations leaders (Sami and Innu) and two UNESCO Biosphere 
Reserves’ national coordinators (Sweden and Canada), the presentation will present 
UNESCO’s biosphere reserves program : a world network of sustainable development 
learning sites.  
 
The focus will be on its Nordic cooperation network (NordMAB), its vision and concrete 
realisations in the following 2 fields: Fostering Northern sense of belonging and Usage of 
traditional knowledge. 
 
The presentation will include a 5 minutes video of the «NordMAB Students on ice» 2015 
Arctic expedition (114 youth in Greenland and Canadian arctic) that presents a call for 
action on Climate Changes, as well as outcomes of the collaboration agreement between 
Sweden’s Samis and Quebec’s Innus.   



 

INTRODUCTION 
 
UNESCO’S BIOSPHERE RESERVES  
Biosphere Reserves are learning sites for sustainable development. They are sites 
designated by national governments and recognized by UNESCO under the Man and 
the Biosphere Programme (MAB) to promote sustainable development based on the 
combined efforts of local communities and the scientific world.  
 
These reserves are intended to reconcile the conservation of natural and cultural 
diversity and to promote economic and social development. Biosphere Reserves are 
therefore considered as:  

 
• Sites of excellence, where new practices are tested and developed for better 

management of natural resources and human activities;  
• Tools to assist countries in implementing the World Summit on Sustainable 

Development’s recommendations and, in particular, those from the Convention on 
Biological Diversity and the ecosystem approach;  

• Learning sites for the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development.  
 

The Man and the Biosphere Programme (MAB) is an intergovernmental, scientific 
programme with the goal of establishing a scientific basis for improving human relations 
and nature worldwide. Launched in the early 70’s, MAB offers an interdisciplinary 
research agenda. MAB brings together several disciplines – natural sciences, social 
sciences, economics and education – to improve human environments and preserve 
natural ecosystems.  
 
In particular, it encourages innovative approaches to economic development that respect 
cultural and ecological social values.  
 
NORDMAB  
 
NordMAB is a thematic network within UNESCO’s Programme on Man and the 
Biosphere (MAB), with the objective of enhancing cooperation among Nordic Biosphere 
Reserves (BR). NordMAB is a network of Nordic BR, associates and partners, at the 
intersection of a UNESCO regional network (in Nordic countries) and a thematic network 
(sharing Nordic challenges) that involves Norway, Sweden, Finland, Danemark 
(Greenland), Estonia and Canada.  
 
NordMAB biosphere reserves have the following issues in common:  
 

 Large territories and small population  

 Remote and sparsely populated regions  

 Youth leaving for larger centers  

 High quality but fragile natural environments  

 Abundant natural resources  

 Large-scale industrial projects  

 Presence of First Nations  

 Cold climate  

 Arctic, sub-arctic and/or boreal environments  



 

 

BREAK OUT SESSION OBJECTIVES AND CONTENT :  
 

1. Present UNESCO’s biosphere reserves program and network 
(http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/ecological-
sciences/man-and-biosphere-programme/) 

 
2. Present UNESCO’s Nordic collaboration network of Biosphere Reserves: 

NordMAB. Present its action plan and vision. 
 

3. Present results and concrete realisations in the following 2 fields :  
 

a) Fostering Northern sense of belonging  
 
Presentation of the partnership between NordMAB and Students on 
Ice through the experience of two NordMAB youth that participated in 
the 2015 SOI Arctic expedition (Greenland and Canada). The 
expedition is a profound hands-on experience for youth to expand 
their knowledge of the changing circumpolar world, foster a new 
understanding and respect for the planet, and gain the inspiration and 
motivation needed to help lead us to a healthy and sustainable future.   
 
5 minutes video of the youth during the expedition, their reasoning 
and considerations during the program, including visits to Arctic 
communities, acquire of first-hand knowledge and insight into the 
dynamics of climate change, traditional knowledge, scientific 
research, policy and other important Arctic and global topics. 
 
 

b) Usage of traditional knowledge  
 
Presentation of the Innu – Samis collaboration through NordMAB, 
consisting of the creation of a common territorial agents training 
program linked with international internships for Samis in Innu 
communities and Innus in Sami communities. As well, consisting of 
good practices sharing on the challenges of women in indigenous 
communities . The Innus of Pessamit and Samis of Gran has been 
collaborating since 2013 on those 2 aspects.  

 

RELEVANCY FOR THE ARCTIC CIRCLE CONFERENCE PROGRAM 
 
The break out session links with the following conference objectives 
 
• Sea ice melt and extreme weather (climate changes) 
• The role and rights of indigenous peoples 
• The prospects and risks of oil and gas drilling 
• Clean energy achievements and sustainable development 

 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/ecological-sciences/man-and-biosphere-programme/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/ecological-sciences/man-and-biosphere-programme/


 

SPEAKERS 
 
Jean-Philippe L Messier, NordMAB leader and National Chair of Canadian 
Biosphere Reserves. 
 

Jean-Philippe L. Messier is the founder and current director of the 
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve of Manicouagan-Uapishka, known to 
work closely with large private sector (including hydroelectricity, 
mining and logging companies); different levels of government; 
academia; First Nations; NGOs etc. He is also chairing the 
Canadian Association of Biosphere Reserves and regularly called 
upon to represent his region, Quebec or Canada on UNESCO 
bodies. Current leader of NordMAB network, he did numerous 
capacity-building missions in Greenland, Scandinavia and Russia, 

among many other places around the world, which made him awarded by his 
government in 2014 for achievements that have been recognized beyond the borders of 
Québec (Alphonse-Desjardins award).   
 
 
Raymond Rousselot. Vice-Chief, Pessamit Innu Community, Québec, Canada 
 

Raymond Rousselot is the Pessamit Innu Community Vice-Chief. 
Born in the fifties in a hunter family, he learned from his grandfather 
that was living traditional life until he was 90 years old. After his 
studies in wildlife management, Mr. Rousselot did business 
development since 40 years in this sector, as well as in forestry. He 
is now the Vice-Chief and the elder of the Pessamit Innu Council.  
 
 

 
 
Johanna MacTaggart. National MAB coordinator, Sweden.   
 

Ms MacTaggart is the national coordinator of Man and the 
Biosphere Programme (MAB) in Sweden since 2008. Her mission is 
to guide new biosphere reserve initiatives towards a UNESCO 
nomination and strengthen the national MAB-network. She is also 
the primary developer and coordinator of BR Lake Vänern 
Archipelago, designated in 2010. Other assignments: Swedish 
delegate to UNESCO MAB International Coordinating Council 
(2013-2017), current member of jury of the Swedish Geological 

Heritage Award (2012-), Geological Survey of Sweden (SGU), and Secretary General of 
Civilscape (2011-2014). Ms MacTaggart has a MSc in ecology (2003) based on her 
work on Vendace, Coregonus albula, and Smelt, Osmerus eperlanus, a food web 
analysis in Lake Vänern. 
 
 
Tobias Jonsson,  Chief of Grans Sami community 
 



 

Mr Tobias Jonsson is a Sami reindeer herder and the chairman of 
his reindeer herding community Grans sameby. In this capacity he 
has extensive experience of negotiations on land use and 
exploitation, ranging from Swedish authorities and the courts to 
foreign companies. He is now leading his community towards 
cooperation with other indigenous communities in the Arctic Region. 
Reindeer herding is his ancestral heritage and it is facing great 
challenges. According to Mr Jonsson the Earth should be seen 
through the eyes of the reindeer, a perspective from which humans 

stand to learn. His heart is in developing and co-creating a future for his people with the 
reindeer, Man and the Biosphere, in which they can not only survive but thrive. Mr 
Jonsson is active in the Biosphere Region process of Vindelälven-Juhtatdahka.  

 

ORGANIZER 
NordMAB 
www.nordmab.com 
 
INSTITUTIONAL REFERENCES 
UNESCO MAB thematic network 
 
CONTACT PERSON 
Jean-Philippe Messier 
NordMAB’s leader 
01-418-293-2548 
jpmessier@rmbmu.com 
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